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ts coastline is pronged with peninsulas and
scalloped with coves. Iis beaches stretch
languidly along the sheltered Saronic Gull,
where the water stays warm enough for
swimming well into October. And its resoris
are hip, happening and full of beautiful
people. So, let's make a dash for an autumn
beach break... in Athens.

Untl a year or two ago, this would have been
unthinkable. The Greek capital’s beaches were
handily located, but they had a municipal feel.
‘They were where Athenians went 10 cool
off when the stink of the city got 100 much.
Planes roared overhead day and night,
carbuncular nightclubs scarred the shore and
even the best beaches lacked lustre. They were
managed by the Greek tourist board — and
none (oo efficiently, cither.

Everyone knows about the urban makeover
that came with the 2004 Olympics, but the
transformation of the workaday seaside into the
sleek new “Athens Riviera” is only now being
finished. There is a new airport, 30 minutes
inland, and well out of sight and sound. Beach
management has been privatised, and slick
new hotels, bars and restaurants have brought
a touch of Mykonos hip. You might have 1o
pay 1o spend a day on the pricier swrands —
but it’s worth it

" It's never been short of history

— but now the Athens Riviera
has been brought bang up
to date, says Dana Facaros

This is the perfect time 10 go. Weeckends
will still be busy with city escapees, but the
madding crowds of August are long gone, and
the temperatures — which have been way 100
high in Greece this summer — are glotiously
balmy, perfect for wiggling yvour 1oes in the
sand. Here is our north-to-south guide 1o
where to lay your towel.

THE RIVIERA begins on the palm-fringed
shores of Glylada, Athens’s buzzing
Knightsbridge-on-Sea, lined with cosmopolitan
clubs and boutiques. Yachts bask in the resort’s
four marinas, while duffers shoot bogeys at the

gi‘.}lyrada Golf Club, the city’s only 18-hole course.

Book a bed at John's Hotel (00 30-21092
2 36760, www.johnsathens.com; doubles from
2 £53), a classy budget choice with a pool, then
4 fritter the day away at the Asieria Seaside beach
Eﬂ‘ll]b. where the Balux pool bar hosts an all-day
3 party that shifis into top gear as the sun sets.

Next door is La Péche restaurant (21089 41620,
www.balux-septem.com; mains from £20),
which serves superb Greek-French fusion
cuisine. Dine late, then dance the night away.
Just two miles soumth of Glyfada is Voula, home
to the Riviera's biggest and most affordable
beach clubs. Choose between young and trendy
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dance and waterslides; and Blue Flagged,
Tamily ﬁhﬂﬂtﬂd‘f&tﬂﬂﬂﬂ#&ﬁs e, head to
seaside Smaragdi (21096 57404), which has a
99-year pedigree as a place 1o sip ouzo and
nibble on tiny fried fish while the sun sets.

Just beyond Voula, Kavouri wraps around
the west shore of a promontory under parasol
pines, with [ree beaches and shady grass for a
siesta. lis classic waterside 1averna, Gaﬂﬂ
umsgm mains from £8), hashnghﬁm
lprasenmd h:;nmmm

ona ing ray.

Tnthﬁ?gmufthasamahe&ﬂ{;g’dlhs st
exclusive Vouliagmeni, the Antibes
Athens Riviera, with a marina and a brace of
mﬁmﬂh&m ﬂhﬁVmHmtﬁﬂSEpapmar
with 1 igs; Asteras draws an older
mﬁ.ﬂumw&mmﬁaﬂmwm
Athens Astir Palace (21089 02000, www.
starwoodhotels.com/westin). Thlsis the business,
.ammplexw_ jﬁ":" "-hnmlsnnmm
auddﬂﬂhlﬁﬂ‘umﬂMEE Fmalwﬁ
join the Athenian elite scoffing gourmet seafood
under the awnings at Tthaki (21089 63747,
www.ithakirestaurantbar.gr; mains from £18).

Beyond Vouliagmeni lies the
Attica wﬂmﬂhemmme
coast road, which are for snorkelling, draw
weekend crowds. The b g little resort of
Varkiza has the best on the Riviera
— plus the Yabanaki heaehchib, with cabins if
you need a nap (o recover.

There are light lunches to be had at the cool,
Cycladic-style Island restaurant (21096 53563,
www.island-central.gr; mains from £14), built
in tiers over the sea. Or go seriously carmivore
ﬁtmﬂﬁmmmﬁfm;vm@w

tha grmmiw ﬁth ﬁs Eaeb;aﬂ:aﬁ,is

named after the wild thyme that fills the air. By

now, the cily feels hundreds of miles away.

But at Awica’s southeastern tip lies one last

reminder of Athens at the peak of its glory:

the ruined Temple of Poseidon, an echo of the
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ancient was

last glimpse of home before they sailed into the

Aegean, and they gathered here for regattas to
mpmmﬁeag:ﬁﬂnmﬂﬂd& The temple’s
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Dr No; doubles from

£205, B&RF@!:M
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beachside location,

bag a room at the Hmel Aegeon (22920 39200,
www.aegeon-hotel.com; doubles £108, B&B).

Geuting there: lly 10 Athens with British
Airways tﬂa?f.'-' 850 Esﬁﬂ_m.h Loom), from



www.aerlingus.com), from Dublin.
Getting around: by all means dip into Athens
during your stay, but don’t drive — parking
is a nightmare, and public transport into the
city is good and cheap. There's an efficient
bus service along the coast, and trams run
from Glyfada to Syntagma Square (www.
ramsa.gr; 40p). If you're driving up the
coast, park your car there or in nearby Elliniko.
Taxis are reasonable, with the one-hour ride
from Athens 10 Sounion costing about £40.
Car hire starts at £39 a day or £97 a week,
inclusive, through Holiday Autos (0870 400
4461, www.holidayautos.co.uk) or
Carrentals.co.uk (www.carrentals.co.uk).

CRIKEY, THIS LOOKS OLD

Bored with the beach? For more ideas
v on Athens, Crete and the islands,

visit timesonline.co.uk/realgreck
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